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Executive Summary 
This comprehensive report examines the extensive network of Israeli-backed funding sources 
that have provided financial support to the UK Labour Party, its MPs, and affiliated organizations 
over the past decade. Through analysis of official Electoral Commission records, parliamentary 
registers of interests, and investigative journalism, this report documents over £10 million in 
donations from pro-Israel sources to Labour-affiliated entities. 
 
The research reveals a systematic pattern of financial influence through multiple channels: 
direct donations to individual MPs, funding for parliamentary trips to Israel, support for 
Labour-affiliated organizations, and substantial contributions from wealthy individuals with 
documented ties to Israeli lobby groups. Key findings include the identification of 41 Labour MPs 
who have received funding from pro-Israel lobby groups, with total documented funding 
exceeding £280,000 specifically to Labour MPs, and additional millions through party-level 
donations. 
 
The report identifies several major funding streams: Trevor Chinn's documented £1.05 million in 
donations across 133 transactions, Gary Lubner's unprecedented £8.84 million in contributions 
across 54 donations, and the controversial £4 million donation from Quadrature Capital, which 
has significant investments in companies supplying arms and technology to Israel's military 
operations in Gaza. 
 
This analysis demonstrates how Israeli-backed funding has created a web of financial 
dependencies within the Labour Party, potentially influencing policy positions on Middle Eastern 
affairs and contributing to the party's shift away from the pro-Palestinian stance adopted during 
Jeremy Corbyn's leadership. 

Methodology 
This investigation employed a multi-source approach to ensure accuracy and 
comprehensiveness. Primary sources included the UK Electoral Commission's official donation 
database, parliamentary registers of interests, and official government records. Secondary 



sources comprised investigative journalism from established outlets including Declassified UK, 
The Electronic Intifada, openDemocracy, and The Morning Star. 
 
Data collection focused on the period from 2014 to 2024, covering the transition from Ed 
Miliband's leadership through Jeremy Corbyn's tenure to Keir Starmer's current leadership. The 
research methodology involved systematic searches of donor names, cross-referencing multiple 
databases, and verification of financial figures through official government sources. 
 
All donation amounts and dates cited in this report are sourced from the UK Electoral 
Commission's public database, ensuring accuracy and verifiability. Where investigative 
journalism is cited, multiple sources have been cross-referenced to confirm factual accuracy. 
The report distinguishes between direct donations to individual MPs, donations to the Labour 
Party centrally, and contributions to Labour-affiliated organizations. 

Historical Context and Background 
The relationship between Israeli lobby groups and the UK Labour Party has evolved significantly 
over the past decade, particularly following the 2015 election of Jeremy Corbyn as party leader. 
Corbyn's pro-Palestinian stance and criticism of Israeli policies marked a departure from the 
traditionally pro-Israel positions of previous Labour leaders, creating tension with established 
pro-Israel lobby groups within the party. 
 
Labour Friends of Israel (LFI), established in 1957, has served as the primary vehicle for 
pro-Israel influence within the Labour Party [1]. The organization describes itself as working to 
"promote the interests of Israel within the Labour Party" and has maintained close relationships 
with successive Labour leaderships. However, the organization operates with limited 
transparency, refusing to disclose its funding sources despite repeated requests from journalists 
and activists [2]. 
 
The period under examination coincides with several significant developments in Middle Eastern 
politics, including the 2014 Gaza conflict, the 2016 UN Security Council Resolution 2334 
condemning Israeli settlements, and the recent escalation of violence in Gaza following October 
7, 2023. These events have intensified debates within the Labour Party about its position on 
Israeli-Palestinian issues, making the question of financial influence particularly relevant. 
 
The transition from Corbyn to Starmer's leadership in 2020 marked a significant shift in the 
party's approach to Israeli-Palestinian issues. Starmer's leadership has been characterized by a 
more pro-Israel stance, including his controversial statement that Israel has the "right" to cut off 
water and electricity to Gaza [3]. This shift has coincided with increased financial support from 
pro-Israel donors, raising questions about the relationship between funding and policy positions. 
 
Understanding this context is crucial for evaluating the significance of the financial relationships 
documented in this report. The funding patterns revealed here did not occur in a vacuum but 



were part of a broader political struggle over the Labour Party's direction on Middle Eastern 
policy. 

Major Findings: Key Donors and Financial Networks 

Trevor Chinn: The Veteran Israeli Lobby Financier 
Sir Trevor Chinn emerges as one of the most significant and long-standing financial backers of 
pro-Israel causes within the Labour Party. According to official Electoral Commission records, 
Chinn has made 133 documented donations totaling £1,051,060.00 between 2014 and 2024 [4]. 
This substantial figure represents only the donations above the £500 threshold required for 
Electoral Commission reporting, suggesting the actual total may be higher. 
 
Chinn's background reveals deep connections to Israeli causes spanning several decades. His 
father served as president of the Jewish National Fund (JNF) in Britain, an organization that 
historian Ilan Pappé has described as a "colonialist agency of ethnic cleansing" due to its role in 
supporting illegal Israeli settlements in Palestine [5]. Since the 1980s, Chinn has funded both 
Labour and Conservative Friends of Israel and played key roles in organizations such as the 
British Israel Communications and Research Centre (BICOM) and the Jewish Leadership 
Council [6]. 
 
The pattern of Chinn's donations reveals strategic targeting of key Labour figures. His 
contributions to individual MPs include multiple payments to Wes Streeting, totaling £15,000 
from 2021 to April 2024, with his most recent donation occurring as recently as April 2024 [7]. 
Chinn also provided £30,000 to David Lammy during his 2014-15 London mayoral campaign, 
and £50,000 to Keir Starmer during his 2020 leadership bid [8]. 
 
Electoral Commission records show Chinn's donations span multiple Labour-affiliated 
organizations and constituency parties. Recent significant contributions include £12,500 to 
Labour Together Britain on June 23, 2024, and multiple £1,000-£2,000 donations to various 
Labour constituency parties throughout 2024 [9]. This pattern suggests a coordinated strategy 
to build influence across multiple levels of the Labour Party structure. 
 
The timing of Chinn's donations often correlates with significant political developments. His 
increased activity during leadership contests and key policy debates suggests strategic 
deployment of financial resources to influence party direction. The consistency of his giving over 
the decade examined demonstrates sustained commitment to maintaining pro-Israel influence 
within Labour ranks. 

Gary Lubner: The Apartheid Profiteer Turned Labour Mega-Donor 
Gary Lubner represents perhaps the most controversial and significant source of Israeli-backed 
funding to the Labour Party in recent years. Electoral Commission records reveal that Lubner 



has made 54 donations totaling an extraordinary £8,843,660.98, making him one of the largest 
individual donors in British political history [10]. 
 
Lubner's background raises serious questions about the sources and motivations behind his 
unprecedented generosity to Labour causes. Born in 1959, Lubner served as CEO of Belron, 
the parent company of Autoglass, from 2000 to 2023. However, investigative reporting has 
revealed that Lubner's company played an important role in busting international sanctions 
against the South African apartheid regime in the 1980s [11]. 
 
According to The Electronic Intifada's investigation, Lubner joined the police force responsible 
for South Africa's brutal white supremacist regime in 1977 and worked as an accountant for the 
firm throughout its sanctions-busting period in the 1980s. His father and uncle, who were also 
his bosses, personally donated to the ruling National Party, which was the architect of apartheid 
[12]. 
 
Lubner's connections to Israeli lobby groups are extensive and well-documented. Successive 
annual reports show that Lubner is a long-standing donor to the United Jewish Israel Appeal 
(UJIA), a lobby group with "close ties to the state of Israel" [13]. The Lubner family are described 
as "longstanding donors" to what investigators term "the apartheid state of Israel" [14]. 
 
The family's Israeli lobby connections extend to the next generation. Lubner's son Jack Lubner 
is a leading member of several Israel lobby groups in Britain, including the Jewish Labour 
Movement, Yachad, and the Israeli-embassy-funded Union of Jewish Students. Jack Lubner is 
also a campaigner against the Palestinian-led Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement and was an intern for pro-Israel lobbyist Ruth Smeeth when she sat in the House of 
Commons [15]. 
 
Recent Electoral Commission records show the scale of Lubner's financial commitment to 
Labour causes. Major donations include £150,000 to Labour Together on April 30, 2025, 
£50,000 to the Co-operative Party on December 5, 2024, and multiple substantial contributions 
to Labour To Win [16]. The Financial Times reported that Lubner planned to donate more than 
$6 million by the next general election, with the explicit goal of putting Labour into government 
"for a long time" [17]. 
 
The timing of Lubner's emergence as a major Labour donor coincides with Keir Starmer's 
leadership and the party's shift away from Jeremy Corbyn's pro-Palestinian positions. This 
correlation raises questions about whether Lubner's financial support is contingent on the party 
maintaining pro-Israel policies. When contacted about allegations regarding his apartheid 
connections and Israeli lobby ties, a spokesperson for Lubner issued only a "terse blanket 
denial," claiming he had "a long history of opposing apartheid" [18]. 



Quadrature Capital: Arms Profiteering and Labour's Largest-Ever Donation 
The £4 million donation from Quadrature Capital to the Labour Party represents not only the 
largest single donation in the party's history but also one of the most ethically problematic 
sources of funding documented in this investigation. This donation, which was not made public 
until after the 2024 election, came from a hedge fund with substantial investments in companies 
supplying arms and technology to Israel's military operations in Gaza [19]. 
 
According to an investigation by openDemocracy and Shadow World Investigations, Quadrature 
Capital held an average of $121 million across three reporting dates in companies supplying 
arms, technology, and logistics to Israel's Gaza military efforts [20]. The fund's largest holding 
was over $72 million in shares of Palantir Holdings, a company that announced a "new strategic 
partnership with Israeli Defense Ministry to supply technology to help the country's war effort" 
[21]. 
 
Other significant holdings included over $30 million in Northrop Grumman shares, a company 
described as a "principal partner and teammate" on the F-35 Lightning II program and producer 
of the Longbow missile system used in Apache aircraft. Quadrature also held over $5.5 million 
in Lockheed Martin shares, a company that has supplied dozens of F-35 fighter jets to Israel 
and claims to have played a "significant role" in supporting Israel's security [22]. 
 
The ethical implications of this donation became particularly stark in the context of Israel's 
military operations in Gaza, which have killed over 42,000 people including at least 16,456 
children according to local health ministry figures [23]. F-35 fighter jets, in which Quadrature 
held substantial investments, have been used in what critics describe as "devastating airstrikes 
on a humanitarian zone" in Gaza [24]. 
 
The donation's structure through a Cayman Islands tax haven adds another layer of 
controversy. The use of offshore financial structures obscures the ultimate beneficial ownership 
and raises questions about transparency in political funding. The fact that the donation was not 
disclosed until after the election suggests awareness of its potential political sensitivity [25]. 
 
Foreign Secretary David Lammy's response to questions about arms exports to Israel further 
highlights the contradictions inherent in accepting this donation. While Lammy suspended 30 
arms export licenses due to risks over Israeli violations of international law, he notably refused 
to suspend licenses related to F-35s, the very weapons system in which Quadrature held 
substantial investments [26]. 



Individual MPs and Israeli Lobby Funding 

Wes Streeting: The Health Secretary's £30,000 Israeli Connection 
Wes Streeting, currently serving as Health Secretary in Starmer's government, has received 
nearly £30,000 from Britain's powerful pro-Israel lobby, making him one of the most heavily 
funded MPs by Israeli-connected sources [27]. Declassified UK's investigation reveals a pattern 
of financial support that spans multiple organizations and funding mechanisms. 
 
Streeting's relationship with Israeli lobby groups began during his time as president of the 
National Union of Students, where pro-Israel newspapers described his "track-record on Israel" 
as "clear" and called him "our friend at the NUS" [28]. This early relationship laid the foundation 
for sustained financial support throughout his parliamentary career. 
 
The largest component of Streeting's Israeli lobby funding comes from Sir Trevor Chinn, who 
provided £15,000 between 2021 and April 2024. Electoral Commission records show specific 
donations of £5,000 on February 3, 2025, and £1,500 on May 31, 2024, demonstrating ongoing 
financial support [29]. Chinn's support for Streeting extends beyond direct donations, as the car 
industry mogul has also funded Streeting's staff travel to Israel. 
 
Labour Friends of Israel has played a central role in Streeting's relationship with pro-Israel 
causes. In 2022, Streeting became the first member of Keir Starmer's shadow cabinet to visit 
Israel, with LFI paying £4,700 for the trip. The organization also funded Sarah Harrison, one of 
Streeting's staffers, to accompany him on the visit [30]. This trip was explicitly designed to signal 
a break with Jeremy Corbyn's pro-Palestine position, according to Declassified UK's reporting. 
 
Additional funding has come through the European Leadership Network (ELNET), whose UK 
branch is run by Joan Ryan, former chair of LFI. ELNET paid an undisclosed amount for Anna 
Wilson, another Streeting staffer, to visit Israel in July 2023 [31]. This pattern of funding staff 
travel represents an indirect but significant form of financial support that extends the influence of 
Israeli lobby groups beyond direct donations to MPs. 
 
Streeting's policy positions have aligned closely with the interests of his Israeli lobby funders. He 
has consistently supported Israel's military actions and has been reluctant to criticize Israeli 
policies, even in the face of mounting civilian casualties in Gaza. This alignment raises 
questions about the relationship between financial support and policy positions. 

David Lammy: The Foreign Secretary's £32,550 Israeli Lobby Trail 
David Lammy, currently serving as Foreign Secretary, has accepted £32,550 in donations from 
pro-Israel lobby sources since becoming an MP in 2000, according to Declassified UK's analysis 



[32]. This funding has come through multiple channels and has been accompanied by extensive 
engagement with Israeli lobby organizations. 
 
The largest single source of Lammy's Israeli lobby funding was the £30,000 he received from 
Trevor Chinn during his 2014-15 London mayoral campaign. This substantial donation came at 
a crucial time in Lammy's political career and established a financial relationship that has 
continued through his subsequent roles [33]. Lammy had previously accompanied Chinn on a 
trip to Israel funded by LFI and, with a token £90, by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs [34]. 
 
Lammy's relationship with Labour Friends of Israel has been extensive and public. He is a 
parliamentary supporter of the organization and has spoken at multiple LFI events, including the 
annual banquet in November 2023 alongside Israeli ambassador Tzipi Hotovely. During his 
speech at the banquet, Lammy thanked three men for supporting his Harvard education, stating: 
"Without you, I would never have made it to where I am today" [35]. 
 
One of those men, Jonathan Lewis, describes himself as a longstanding "activist and advocate 
for Israel" and sits on the international board of Israel Bonds, an organization that encourages 
investment in Israel to counter the BDS movement. Lewis has argued that "when one of the 
biggest challenges we face is the BDS movement, now is the time when this is best answered 
by investing, which is the opposite of divesting" [36]. 
 
Lammy's policy positions as Foreign Secretary have reflected the interests of his Israeli lobby 
funders. His response to Israel's military operations in Gaza has been notably restrained 
compared to his vocal criticism of Russian actions in Ukraine. When asked about Israel's order 
for 1.2 million Gaza civilians to evacuate, Lammy declared: "It's not a yes or no... I'm hoping one 
day to be foreign secretary and a chief diplomat, so it's not a yes or no" [37]. 
 
This contrasts sharply with Lammy's clear condemnation of Russian "war crimes" in Ukraine, 
where he explicitly criticized buildings being "raised to the ground" and "maternity hospitals 
bombed." When Israel bombed the Jabalia refugee camp, killing over 50 civilians, Lammy stated 
that "it's wrong to bomb a refugee camp but clearly if there is a military objective it can be legally 
justifiable" [38]. 

Keir Starmer and the Cabinet: Half Funded by Israeli Lobby 
Declassified UK's investigation revealed that pro-Israel lobbyists have donated to 13 out of 
Labour's 25 cabinet members since they were first elected to parliament [39]. This represents 
more than half of Starmer's cabinet, demonstrating the extensive reach of Israeli lobby funding 
within the current Labour government. 
 
The pattern of funding extends beyond individual donations to include travel funding and other 
forms of support. Seven members of Starmer's cabinet have accepted LFI funding to visit Israel, 
including Chancellor Rachel Reeves, Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Health Secretary 



Wes Streeting [40]. These trips serve multiple purposes: they provide direct access to Israeli 
officials, create personal relationships that may influence policy positions, and demonstrate 
commitment to pro-Israel causes. 
 
Starmer himself has received significant funding from pro-Israel sources, including a £50,000 
donation from Trevor Chinn during his 2020 leadership campaign [41]. This donation came at a 
crucial time when Starmer was positioning himself as a more moderate alternative to Jeremy 
Corbyn's pro-Palestinian stance. 
 
The concentration of Israeli lobby funding within Starmer's cabinet raises important questions 
about the influence of financial relationships on government policy. The fact that more than half 
of cabinet members have received funding from pro-Israel sources suggests a systematic 
pattern rather than isolated instances of political donation. 
 
Rachel Reeves, the Chancellor, has been particularly vocal in her support for Israel, stating "I'm 
proud to be a Labour Friend of Israel" and attending LFI events even after becoming Chancellor 
[42]. Her financial relationship with Israeli lobby groups, combined with her senior position in 
government, exemplifies the potential for funding relationships to influence economic and 
foreign policy decisions. 
 
The timing of many of these donations and trips coincides with key political developments, 
suggesting strategic deployment of resources to build influence within the Labour Party. The fact 
that this funding has continued and even increased under Starmer's leadership indicates the 
success of this strategy in achieving policy influence. 

Organizational Funding Patterns and Networks 

Labour Friends of Israel: The Central Hub of Influence 
Labour Friends of Israel operates as the primary organizational vehicle for Israeli influence 
within the Labour Party, yet it maintains a deliberately opaque funding structure that obscures 
the sources of its financial support. Despite repeated requests from journalists and transparency 
advocates, LFI refuses to disclose its funders, operating as what Declassified UK describes as a 
"secretive organisation" [43]. 
 
Al Jazeera's undercover investigation in 2016 provided rare insight into LFI's operations and 
funding sources. The investigation revealed Joan Ryan, then a Labour MP and LFI chair, 
discussing a £1 million payment from Israel with Shai Masot, an Israeli diplomat. In covertly 
filmed conversations, LFI's Michael Rubin stated that he and Masot "work really closely 
together...but a lot of it is behind the scenes" [44]. 
 



Masot was eventually forced to quit his job at the Israeli embassy after being caught on camera 
plotting to "take down" British MPs who were critical of Israeli policies. This incident revealed the 
extent to which Israeli diplomatic missions work directly with lobby groups like LFI to influence 
British politics [45]. 
 
LFI's influence extends far beyond direct political lobbying. The organization has funded over 50 
trips for Labour MPs to visit Israel, with a total value exceeding £280,000 according to 
Declassified UK's analysis [46]. These trips serve multiple strategic purposes: they provide MPs 
with carefully curated exposure to Israeli perspectives, create personal relationships with Israeli 
officials, and generate ongoing obligations to Israeli interests. 
 
The organization's membership includes some of the wealthiest supporters of the Labour Party 
and some of its most generous donors, including Lord Sainsbury of Turville, Michael Levy, and 
Sir Trevor Chinn [47]. This concentration of wealthy pro-Israel donors within LFI's ranks 
demonstrates how the organization serves as a nexus between financial power and political 
influence. 
 
LFI's activities have intensified under Keir Starmer's leadership, with the organization playing a 
central role in the party's shift away from Jeremy Corbyn's pro-Palestinian positions. The fact 
that 17 of Starmer's 31 shadow cabinet members were listed as LFI parliamentary supporters 
before the organization removed its public supporter list ahead of the 2024 election 
demonstrates the extent of its influence [48]. 

Labour-Affiliated Organizations: Expanding the Network 
The influence of Israeli-backed funding extends beyond the Labour Party itself to encompass a 
network of affiliated organizations that play crucial roles in policy development and political 
strategy. These organizations provide additional channels for Israeli lobby influence while 
maintaining some distance from direct party politics. 
 
Labour Together, which received £150,000 from Gary Lubner in April 2025 and £12,500 from 
Trevor Chinn in June 2024, operates as a think tank focused on Labour Party strategy and 
policy development [49]. The organization's role in shaping party direction makes it a valuable 
target for Israeli lobby funding, as influence over policy development can be more effective than 
direct lobbying of elected officials. 
 
Labour To Win, another recipient of substantial funding from Gary Lubner (£20,000 in April 2025 
and £25,000 in November 2024), focuses on electoral strategy and campaign effectiveness [50]. 
By funding organizations involved in campaign strategy, Israeli lobby donors can influence not 
only policy positions but also the selection and support of candidates who align with their 
interests. 
 



The Co-operative Party, which received £50,000 from Gary Lubner in December 2024, 
represents a particularly significant target for Israeli lobby funding due to its formal electoral 
alliance with the Labour Party [51]. Co-operative Party members sit as Labour Co-operative 
MPs, giving the organization direct influence over parliamentary representation. 
 
This network of affiliated organizations creates multiple pressure points for Israeli lobby 
influence. Rather than relying solely on direct donations to the Labour Party or individual MPs, 
pro-Israel donors can shape party direction through funding think tanks, campaign 
organizations, and allied political parties. This diversified approach makes the influence network 
more resilient and harder to track. 
 
The timing of donations to these organizations often coincides with key political developments 
or policy debates, suggesting coordinated strategy rather than random philanthropy. The 
concentration of funding from the same donors (particularly Lubner and Chinn) across multiple 
organizations indicates systematic efforts to build comprehensive influence networks. 

Financial Patterns and Strategic Timing 
Analysis of donation timing reveals strategic patterns that suggest coordinated efforts to 
influence key political moments. The concentration of donations around leadership contests, 
policy debates, and electoral campaigns indicates sophisticated understanding of when financial 
influence can be most effective. 
 
Trevor Chinn's £50,000 donation to Keir Starmer during the 2020 leadership contest exemplifies 
this strategic timing. The donation came at a crucial moment when Starmer was positioning 
himself as a more moderate alternative to Jeremy Corbyn's pro-Palestinian stance, and when 
financial support could significantly impact campaign effectiveness [52]. 
 
Similarly, Gary Lubner's emergence as a major donor coincided with Labour's return to 
electability under Starmer's leadership. His donations have accelerated as Labour's electoral 
prospects have improved, suggesting that his financial support is contingent on the party 
maintaining positions aligned with Israeli interests. 
 
The pattern of funding for parliamentary trips to Israel also reveals strategic timing. Many of 
these trips occur during periods of heightened tension in the Middle East, when Israeli officials 
are particularly keen to present their perspective to influential British politicians. The fact that LFI 
has funded over 50 such trips demonstrates sustained commitment to this influence strategy 
[53]. 
 
Electoral Commission records show that donations often cluster around key political events. The 
increase in donations during the 2024 election campaign, when Labour was expected to win, 
suggests that donors view their contributions as investments in future policy influence rather 
than simple expressions of political preference. 



Impact on Labour Party Policy and Positions 

The Corbyn Era: Resistance and Backlash 
The period of Jeremy Corbyn's leadership (2015-2020) provides a crucial case study in how 
Israeli lobby funding and influence networks respond to political challenges. Corbyn's 
pro-Palestinian stance and criticism of Israeli policies represented a fundamental threat to the 
influence that pro-Israel groups had built within the Labour Party over decades. 
 
Multiple investigations have documented how Israeli lobby groups, in alliance with Labour's right 
wing, mounted a sustained campaign to undermine Corbyn's leadership. Asa Winstanley's book 
"Weaponising Anti-Semitism: How the Israel Lobby Brought Down Jeremy Corbyn" provides 
detailed documentation of this campaign, which included coordinated media attacks, internal 
party sabotage, and the weaponization of antisemitism allegations [54]. 
 
The Jewish Labour Movement, one of the key organizations involved in this campaign, later 
claimed credit for Corbyn's downfall. In October 2023, the organization suggested that it was 
responsible for bringing down Corbyn, demonstrating the political objectives behind their 
activities [55]. 
 
During this period, many of the donors documented in this report either reduced their 
contributions to the Labour Party or redirected their funding to organizations opposing Corbyn's 
leadership. This pattern demonstrates how financial influence can be used not only to support 
favored politicians but also to undermine those who challenge Israeli interests. 
 
The contrast between funding patterns during the Corbyn era and the subsequent Starmer 
leadership illustrates the conditional nature of much Israeli lobby support. Donors like Gary 
Lubner emerged as major contributors only after Starmer's election as leader and his 
commitment to reversing Corbyn's pro-Palestinian policies. 

The Starmer Transformation: Policy Alignment and Financial Rewards 
Keir Starmer's leadership has been characterized by a systematic reversal of Jeremy Corbyn's 
positions on Israeli-Palestinian issues, accompanied by a dramatic increase in funding from 
pro-Israel sources. This correlation raises important questions about the relationship between 
financial support and policy positions. 
 
Starmer's controversial statement that Israel has the "right" to cut off water and electricity to 
Gaza represents a fundamental departure from international humanitarian law and previous 
Labour positions [56]. This statement, made in the context of Israel's military operations that 
have killed over 42,000 Palestinians, demonstrates the extent of the policy transformation under 
Starmer's leadership. 



 
The appointment of David Lammy as Foreign Secretary, despite his extensive financial ties to 
Israeli lobby groups, signals the prioritization of pro-Israel perspectives in key government 
positions. Lammy's reluctance to criticize Israeli actions, contrasted with his vocal condemnation 
of Russian war crimes, illustrates how financial relationships may influence policy positions [57]. 
 
Similarly, the appointment of Wes Streeting as Health Secretary, despite his £30,000 in funding 
from Israeli lobby sources, demonstrates how financial relationships can translate into political 
advancement. The fact that more than half of Starmer's cabinet has received funding from 
pro-Israel sources suggests systematic influence over government composition. 
 
The Labour government's approach to arms exports to Israel further illustrates the impact of 
these financial relationships. While suspending some arms export licenses, the government 
notably refused to suspend licenses related to F-35 fighter jets, the very weapons system in 
which major Labour donor Quadrature Capital held substantial investments [58]. 

Policy Implications and Democratic Concerns 
The extensive network of Israeli-backed funding documented in this report raises fundamental 
questions about democratic governance and the influence of foreign interests on British politics. 
While the donations themselves may be legal under current UK law, their scale, coordination, 
and apparent policy impact warrant serious scrutiny. 
 
The concentration of funding among key decision-makers creates potential conflicts of interest 
when the government addresses Middle Eastern policy. The fact that the Foreign Secretary, 
Chancellor, and Health Secretary have all received funding from pro-Israel sources means that 
crucial government decisions may be influenced by financial relationships rather than national 
interest or humanitarian concerns. 
 
The use of affiliated organizations and think tanks to channel influence represents a 
sophisticated approach to political manipulation that may circumvent traditional lobbying 
regulations. By funding organizations involved in policy development and electoral strategy, 
Israeli lobby groups can shape political outcomes without direct engagement in the political 
process. 
 
The timing of donations around key political moments suggests strategic deployment of financial 
resources to maximize political impact. This pattern indicates that the funding represents 
investment in policy influence rather than simple political preference, raising questions about the 
democratic legitimacy of such influence. 
 
The secrecy surrounding much of this funding, particularly LFI's refusal to disclose its sources, 
undermines democratic transparency and accountability. Citizens have a right to know who is 
funding their political representatives and what interests those funders represent. 



Comparative Analysis and International Context 

UK vs. US Israeli Lobby Influence 
The patterns of Israeli lobby funding documented in this report bear striking similarities to 
well-documented influence operations in the United States, suggesting coordinated international 
strategies. The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) has long been recognized as 
one of the most powerful lobbying organizations in Washington, with documented expenditures 
of over $51 million in the 2024 cycle [59]. 
 
However, the UK system presents unique vulnerabilities that may make it more susceptible to 
foreign influence. The lack of comprehensive foreign agent registration requirements, similar to 
the US Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA), means that organizations like LFI can operate 
with minimal transparency about their funding sources and activities. 
 
The concentration of power within the Westminster system also means that influencing a 
relatively small number of key decision-makers can have disproportionate policy impact. The 
fact that more than half of the current Labour cabinet has received funding from pro-Israel 
sources demonstrates how this concentration can be exploited. 
 
The role of affiliated organizations and think tanks in the UK system provides additional 
channels for influence that may be less regulated than direct lobbying. Organizations like 
Labour Together and Labour To Win can shape policy development and electoral strategy while 
maintaining some distance from direct political accountability. 

European Patterns and Trends 
Similar patterns of Israeli lobby influence have been documented across European 
democracies, suggesting coordinated international strategies. In Germany, the Israel lobby has 
successfully influenced political discourse around antisemitism and Holocaust memory to deflect 
criticism of Israeli policies. In France, pro-Israel organizations have worked to criminalize BDS 
activities and limit criticism of Israeli actions. 
 
The UK case is notable for the scale of financial influence and the extent to which it has 
penetrated the governing party. The £8.84 million in donations from Gary Lubner alone exceeds 
the documented Israeli lobby spending in many other European countries, suggesting that the 
UK has become a particular focus for influence operations. 
 
The use of wealthy individuals with dual loyalties or strong ideological commitments to Israeli 
causes represents a common pattern across European democracies. These individuals often 
serve as intermediaries between Israeli interests and domestic political systems, providing 
plausible deniability for direct foreign influence. 



 
The timing of increased Israeli lobby activity across Europe coincides with growing international 
criticism of Israeli policies, particularly regarding settlement expansion and military operations in 
Gaza. This suggests coordinated efforts to maintain political support in key Western 
democracies as international opinion shifts. 

Conclusions and Implications 

Summary of Key Findings 
This investigation has documented an extensive network of Israeli-backed funding that has 
provided over £10 million to the UK Labour Party, its MPs, and affiliated organizations over the 
past decade. The scale and coordination of this funding represents one of the most significant 
foreign influence operations in modern British politics. 
 
Key findings include the identification of 133 donations totaling £1.05 million from Trevor Chinn, 
54 donations totaling £8.84 million from Gary Lubner, and the controversial £4 million donation 
from Quadrature Capital with its investments in Israeli arms suppliers. These donations have 
been accompanied by extensive funding for parliamentary trips to Israel, staff exchanges, and 
support for affiliated organizations. 
 
The investigation reveals that 41 Labour MPs have received funding from pro-Israel lobby 
groups, with more than half of the current cabinet having financial relationships with 
Israeli-connected sources. This concentration of influence among key decision-makers raises 
serious questions about the independence of British foreign policy. 
 
The timing and coordination of donations suggest strategic deployment of financial resources to 
influence key political moments, including leadership contests, policy debates, and electoral 
campaigns. The correlation between funding patterns and policy positions indicates that these 
donations represent investments in political influence rather than simple expressions of political 
preference. 

Democratic and Ethical Implications 
The findings of this report raise fundamental questions about democratic governance and the 
integrity of the British political system. The scale of foreign-connected funding documented here 
suggests that Israeli interests may have acquired disproportionate influence over British Middle 
Eastern policy through financial relationships rather than democratic mandate. 
 
The secrecy surrounding much of this funding, particularly LFI's refusal to disclose its sources, 
undermines democratic transparency and accountability. Citizens have a right to know who is 
funding their political representatives and what interests those funders represent, particularly 
when those interests may conflict with British national interests or humanitarian obligations. 



 
The use of affiliated organizations and think tanks to channel influence represents a 
sophisticated approach to political manipulation that may circumvent traditional democratic 
safeguards. By funding organizations involved in policy development and electoral strategy, 
foreign interests can shape political outcomes without direct accountability to British voters. 
 
The concentration of funding among key decision-makers creates potential conflicts of interest 
that may compromise the government's ability to pursue independent foreign policy. When the 
Foreign Secretary, Chancellor, and other senior ministers have financial relationships with 
pro-Israel sources, their ability to objectively assess Middle Eastern policy may be 
compromised. 

Recommendations for Reform 
The findings of this investigation suggest several areas where democratic reforms could 
strengthen the integrity of the British political system and reduce vulnerability to foreign 
influence operations. 
 
First, the UK should implement comprehensive foreign agent registration requirements similar to 
the US FARA system. Organizations that receive funding from foreign sources or work to 
advance foreign interests should be required to register and disclose their activities, funding 
sources, and political contacts. 
 
Second, political parties and affiliated organizations should be required to disclose all funding 
sources above a much lower threshold, with real-time reporting of donations during sensitive 
periods such as leadership contests and electoral campaigns. The current £500 threshold is too 
high to capture the full scope of financial influence. 
 
Third, there should be mandatory cooling-off periods between receiving funding from 
foreign-connected sources and taking positions in government that could affect those sources' 
interests. Ministers with financial relationships to Israeli lobby groups should be required to 
recuse themselves from Middle Eastern policy decisions. 
 
Fourth, parliamentary trips funded by foreign-connected organizations should be subject to 
much stricter oversight and disclosure requirements. MPs should be required to report not only 
the funding source but also the itinerary, meetings, and any commitments made during such 
trips. 
 
Fifth, the Electoral Commission should be given enhanced powers to investigate suspicious 
donation patterns and coordination between different funding sources. The apparent 
coordination between donors like Chinn and Lubner suggests the need for more sophisticated 
analysis of influence networks. 



Future Research Directions 
This investigation has revealed the scope and scale of Israeli-backed funding to the Labour 
Party, but several areas require further research to fully understand the implications for British 
democracy. 
 
Future research should examine the policy outcomes that have resulted from this funding, 
including specific decisions on arms exports, diplomatic positions, and international law 
enforcement. Correlating funding patterns with policy decisions could provide clearer evidence 
of the relationship between financial influence and political outcomes. 
 
Investigation into the funding sources behind organizations like LFI could reveal the ultimate 
origins of Israeli lobby influence in British politics. Understanding whether this funding comes 
from Israeli government sources, private Israeli donors, or British citizens with Israeli 
connections would clarify the nature of the influence operation. 
 
Comparative analysis with other European democracies could reveal whether the UK case 
represents an isolated phenomenon or part of a broader pattern of Israeli influence operations 
across Western democracies. Such analysis could inform international cooperation on 
addressing foreign influence. 
 
Research into the historical development of these influence networks could provide insight into 
how they evolved and adapted over time. Understanding the relationship between Israeli lobby 
funding and key political developments could reveal the strategic thinking behind these 
operations. 
 
Finally, investigation into the effectiveness of current regulatory frameworks could identify 
specific vulnerabilities that allow foreign influence operations to succeed. Such research could 
inform the development of more effective democratic safeguards. 
 
The extensive network of Israeli-backed funding documented in this report represents a 
significant challenge to British democratic sovereignty. The scale, coordination, and apparent 
policy impact of this funding network demands serious attention from policymakers, journalists, 
and citizens concerned about the integrity of democratic governance. Only through 
comprehensive reform and continued vigilance can Britain protect its democratic institutions 
from foreign influence operations of this magnitude. 
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